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JOSH CRICK
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780-545-5961
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DARCY SKARSEN
dskarsen@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-3478
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DON SLIPCHUK
dslipchuk@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-545-8443
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DANA SWIGART
dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9095
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MIKE KRYWIAK
mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093
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BEN FADEYIW
bfadeyiw@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-1765

FROM THE CAO’S DESK
AL HOGGAN
ahoggan@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-3171

It has been a downright nippy and
blustery winter, and while it has not
happened as quickly as we would like,
it does look like the very cold weather
is behind us and the spring thaw is right
around the corner. Given the unusual
freeze-thaw cycle of the last couple of
months, our Transportation Department
is anticipating some challenges with
the spring run-off once the thaw is in
full swing. Many of our culverts are now
plugged with snow and ice and our
operations staff will soon start the process
of clearing out those culverts and making
plans for spring run-off diversion.
The provincial budget passed in late
February. Although it was proclaimed by

the Province to be a great budget, it has
not increased any significant investment
into rural municipalities. We continue
to press the province to release the
moratorium on tax revenues on new well
sites. This program was put in place to
assist industry last year when oil revenues
were very low, and for a period of time
actually in negative numbers.
Now that oil revenues are increasing
and rising towards that $100 per barrel
mark, we are pressing the province to
allow us to collect the taxes, as assessed,
on new well drilling. This will go a long
way to continue providing you the
services you need and have come to
expect.
Council has made some significant
moves over the last few months, most
notably the decision to sell the Kopala
building to the Bonnyville Regional Fire

Authority. It is our belief that this will be
the cornerstone of our new enhanced
911 and will position the Fire Authority
for success for many years to come.
Kinosoo Ridge has been a very busy
part of our winter recreation this year. We
have seen fantastic use of the hill — even
with the unusually chilly temperatures
that plagued us for much of the winter.
Spring is just around the corner, and
myself and my staff are excited about
warmer weather and getting started on
opening up the many summer recreation
areas that we are blessed with. We are
looking at ways to keep the Ridge open
all summer — stay tuned for future
announcements.
I am happy to discuss M.D. matters
with residents. If you have a question,
comment, or concern, feel free to drop
me a line at your convenience.

THINLAKE RIVER BRIDGE
UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Range Road 474 will be
closed at Highway 660 at
the beginning of March as
contractors begin to replace
the Thinlake River Bridge.
Located just south of the
range road and highway
intersection, the bridge is
a popular spot for fishing
in the summer. It is also
the access point for many
Moose Lake camps and
parks, including Franchere
Bay Provincial Recreation
Area and the M.D.’s Pelican
Point campground.
Once the work begins,
access to these parks

will only be possible by
travelling north on Rge. Rd.
474 from Hwy. 28.
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Work is expected to begin
March 7. The project’s
estimated completion date
is April 30, just in time for
camping season. Updates
to the road closure will be
made on the M.D.’s social
media platforms and the
website at
md.bonnyville.ab.ca.

PUT DOWN SOME ROOTS WITH
THE SHELTERBELT PROGRAM
Every year, the M.D. offers residents a chance to buy a
variety of shelterbelt trees at a discount. This program
has many benefits, including decreasing soil erosion,
reducing wind damage to crops, increasing pollinator
and wildlife habitats, improving safety in winter travel
due to reduced snow drifting, increased property
values, and more.
This year, the program opens on Tuesday, March 8,
2022 at 10 a.m. and closes April 15.
Please remember – trees will be available on a first
come, first served basis.
For more information, please call 780-826-3951 or visit
md.bonnyville.ab.ca/409/Shelterbelt-Program.
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MEET YOUR M.D. COUNCIL

MARCH 2022

RGE RD 472A

or the excellent groomed tracks at Muriel
Lake M.D. Park.
If you’d like to keep up with what’s
happening at Council, you can find
the complete agenda packages at
md.bonnyville.ab.ca on the Monday
before the meetings. Council meetings
are usually held the second and fourth
Wednesday of each month. The meetings
start at 9 a.m. and are open to the public.
Recordings of the meetings pop up on
the M.D.’s YouTube channel the day after
the meeting.

RGE RD 473

trees isn’t only good for making your
property look good, but it’s good for the
environment, helps build natural snow
barriers, and leaves a lasting positive
effect on the future of the M.D.
Speaking of the future, Council is happy
to announce the Bonnyville Regional Fire
Authority’s move to the Kopala building.
With a few more weeks left in the snowy
season, be sure to get out and enjoy
some of the unique winter adventures
our area has to offer — whether it be the
outdoor rinks in Ardmore, Cherry Grove,
and Fort Kent, skiing at Kinosoo Ridge,

RURAL REVIEW

RGE RD 474

I think I can safely say that we have
all had enough winter in the Municipal
District of Bonnyville. The last few months
have been long, snowy, and cold, but the
end is in sight.
There are signs of spring and summer
throughout this edition of Rural Review —
the announcement of the reconstruction
of the Thinlake River Bridge, reservations
opening to book a site at one of our M.D.
campgrounds, and the annual Shelterbelt
Tree Program. The tree sale for M.D.
residents is a popular one, and we’re
happy to see the interest in it. Planting

NOTES FROM THE REEVE

Thinl

BARRY KALINSKI
bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6082
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TAKE IT TO THE LAKE!

Reservations for M.D. owned/operated campsites
open April 1, 2022.
Book your lakeside adventure online at
campreservations.ca (with the exception of Wolf
Lake), or by phone.
There are a few new things in store for campers
this year. Cold Lake M.D. Park has been expanded
to 145 power sites and the camping season at the
park has been extended until September 30. We
have five other parks that will also be extending the
season to September 30 – Crane Lake (East and
West), French Bay, Vezeau Beach, Muriel Lake, and
Wolf Lake.
Find out more about our campgrounds at
md.bonnyville.ab.ca/304/Municipal-Owned.

PLAY MONEY
Reeve Barry Kalinski presents
Alisha Kunec (left) and Jennifer
Wakulchyk (right) of the Iron
River School Association with a
donation for $137,000. Council
approved the donation at its
February 9 meeting.
The donation helped complete
fundraising for a new playground
at the Iron River School.
With all of the funding in
place, the association expects
construction to be completed this
summer, after the kids are out of
school.

M.D. CAMPGROUNDS

Chickenhill M.D. Park – 780-573-8941
Cold Lake M.D. Park – 780-639-4121
Cold Lake French Bay M.D. Park - 780-573-7828
Crane Lake M.D. Parks – 780-573-6443
Ethel Lake M.D. Park – 780-573-9569
Minnie Lake M.D. Parks – 780-573-6666
Moose Lake – Pelican Point M.D. Park – 780-573-8828
Moose Lake – Vezeau Beach M.D. Park – 780-826-6337
(seasonal sites available)
Muriel Lake M.D. Park – 780-826-4140
Wolf Lake M.D. Park – 780-826-0556

BONNYVILLE
COLD LAKE
Alberta, Canada

SUMMER
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AGUIDE
Are your internet speeds reminiscent of the
age of dial-up?

WILDFIRE SEASON NOW IN EFFECT
Wildfire season is March 1 to October 1. Fire permits are required for burning in the M.D. during this time. You can get
your free fire permit by contacting your Fire Guardian. If you will be burning in the Lac La Biche Forest Protection Area,
contact Agriculture, Forestry, and Rural Economic Development at 780-623-5388.
Zone 1
Ed Watrich 780-812-0766
• Portions of Ward 2 - West of Hoselaw
• Portions of Ward 3 - South of Twp 62
Zone 2
Vic Kolody(*) 780-826-9543
• Portions of Ward 1, 2, and 4
• East side of Moose Lake
• West side of Muriel Lake
• Crown Land in the Moose Lake area

Zone 3
Baz Churko 780-813-0460
• Portions of Ward 5 and South of Hwy
28 to Hwy 659
• Twp 63, Rge 2 in Ward 6
• Fort Kent and Ardmore
Zone 4
Diane Jenkinson 780-573-6114
• Portions of Ward 6, except for Twp
63, Rge 2

PAYING
YOUR
(*)
Indicates Divisions with Alberta Forest Protection Areas. The Fire Dispatch Centre, non-emergency
line, is 780-826-7446. For more information on fire permits in the M.D. call the Bonnyville Regional Fire
TAXES
Authority
at 780-826-4755.
RURAL REVIEW

ARE YOUR INTERNET
SPEEDS SLUGGISH?

MDBonnyville

mdbonnyville

2022

COMING SOON TO A
MAILBOX NEAR YOU!
#TakeItToTheLake
www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca

The M.D.’s annual Summer Adventure
Guide will soon be in local mailboxes.
A digital copy of the guide is available at
bit.ly/2022TakeItToTheLake.
If you would like a copy of the guide call
780-826-3171 or email
info@md.bonnyville.ab.ca.
facebook.com/MDBonnyville

The Government of Canada has a goal of
providing high-speed internet access to all
Canadians by 2030.
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) has
teamed up with the Canadian Internet
Registration Agency to provide speed
testing for rural residents.
To take the speed test or for more
information, including how your data will be
used, visit rmalberta.ca/speed-test.

mdbonnyville

@mdbville

RURAL REVIEW

