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KINOSOO RIDGE AERIAL ADVENTURE PARK
It’s the moment we’ve all been waiting for — the opening of the new Aerial Adventure
Park at Kinosoo Ridge!
Starting June 2, the park will be open for the 2022 season from Thursday to Sunday
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. The restaurant will be open Thursday to Saturday from 11 a.m. to 8
p.m. On Sundays, you can have brunch starting at 10 a.m.
More information, including online ticket sales, age and size limitations, and Frequently
Asked Questions is available on the Kinosoo Ridge website at kinosoo.ca.
And if you haven’t seen it yet, check out the Ridge’s new logo on the right!

IN THE WILD
Wild boars were introduced to Alberta during the 1980s and
‘90s as livestock. During that time, some animals escaped
from livestock operations. These wild boars ended up
establishing feral populations. They are a highly invasive
species that are provincially regulated through the
Agricultural Pests Act. So far, 28 Alberta municipalities have
reported wild boar populations.
Wild boars are adaptable to their environments and can
withstand extreme weather conditions. They prefer forested
areas for hiding, resting, and easy access to food.

During the summer months you will find them
near water sources where they can wallow and
stay cool. They are considered omnivores, which
means they eat plants, insects, and other animals.
However, the list of damages caused by wild
boars is extensive — they damage property,
agriculture crops, pastures, and the environment
through rooting (digging); they are known to
harass livestock, consume their feed, and prey on
young livestock and wildlife; they are a carrier of
African Swine Fever, which threatens Alberta’s
hog industry; they alter ecosystems, through
wallowing,
which
can
lead
to
water
contamination; and they compete with native
wildlife and destroy sensitive habitat. These are
only a few of the negative impacts established
wild boar populations have on their surroundings.
On April 1, 2022, the Province of Alberta
introduced the Wild Boar Control Program. The
program features expanded surveillance and
trapping, a modified bounty program, and crop
insurance as a coordinated approach to
eliminating wild boar. The M.D. of Bonnyville has
signed up as a participating municipality in the
bounty program. More information will be
available soon. If you have any questions, please
contact the Agriculture Services Department at
780-826-3951.
Photo credit – Alberta Agriculture, Forestry, and
Rural Economic Development
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BAG IT UP
The Waste Services Department collects waste and recyclables from 32 community bin sites around the M.D., as well
as another eight M.D. facilities including the Main Office, Kinosoo Ridge, Public Works, Parks, Public Safety, La Corey
grader shop/fire hall, Bonnyville Regional Fire Hall (BRFA), and the Ambulance building. In the summer, that number
grows by an additional six sites to include all of the M.D. campgrounds that don’t have year-round bin service. That
brings the total up to 46 sites for our garbage trucks to empty and our staff to maintain.
Our four operations staff service 159 waste, 53 cardboard, 25 plastic, 17 compost, 13 paper, 11 tin can, and 10 glass bins
as well as approximately 450 households for door-to-door waste collection in Fort Kent, Ardmore, Emerald Estates,
Countryside Estates, and Country Lane Estates. Trucks run Sunday through Friday including all statutory holidays,
with the exception of Christmas and Boxing Day.
The other side of our department looks after the landfills. We have three full-time, one part-time, and seven casual
staff who facilitate the operation of the M.D.’s seven landfills, with at least one landfill open each day of the week.

HELPFUL TIPS:
All waste put in bins should be bagged and the bag should be knotted. Waste is transferred a
minimum of three times before it leaves the M.D. When loose garbage is placed in bins, it can easily
blow out during the transfer and create an environmental hazard at one of the transfers along the
way.
We need to stop “wish-cycling”. Putting items in recycling that may, could, or should be recycled
ends up creating a load of waste material. Please do your part to ensure the items you put in recycle
bins are the proper items. Examples of what not to do – branches and trees in the compost bins,
paper or greasy pizza boxes in the cardboard bins, or bags, clamshells, and Styrofoam in the plastic
bins.
Cigarette butts are the number one most littered item in the world. Although surrounded in paper,
the filter is made of plastic fibres and will never biodegrade. Butts contain toxins, and when
discarded on the ground, they will eventually leach those toxins into the waterbodies we all enjoy in
the Lakeland. If you smoke, please dispose of your butts properly.
Please don’t hesitate to call our Waste Services Department at 780-826-3951 if you have any questions
about waste or recycling.
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BUSY BEAVERS
Always keep in mind that wherever the water is flowing, beavers
may be busy building dams.
Beavers are considered a keystone species, meaning they have a
strong impact on the environment around them. Although they
have many beneficial impacts on the environment, human-beaver
conflicts occur when beaver dams cause flooding affecting land
and infrastructure.
Last year’s growing season started out with the promise of healthy
pastures and great crop yields, however, the lack of rainfall and
record high temperatures quickly took its toll on producers. The
M.D.'s Agriculture Services Department carried out less beaver
control measures last year in hopes to conserve water for
agriculture producers. A a result, this measure may impact the
movement of water this spring.
Landowners who are affected by beaver activity can apply for
compensation for beaver control through the M.D. All parcels of
land will be inspected by the M.D. Pest Control Officer. If the
landowner does not wish to carry out the control themselves, the
M.D. may employ a local licensed trapper to assist them with
beaver control measures.
When flooding occurs on private land that is affecting municipal
infrastructure, the M.D. will provide beaver dam removal services.
Blasting is another option available to residents when certain
conditions are met. With recent changes to federal legislation, the
Department of Fisheries and Oceans has restricted blasting
activities to late summer if it is a fish bearing stream. Blasting may
occur at anytime if the waterbody is not a fish bearing stream and
is located one kilometer away in any direction from fish bearing
streams.
Contact Agriculture Services at 780-826-3951 if you have any
questions regarding beaver activity.

AVIAN FLU
Avian Flu, AKA Bird Flu, is spreading
across Canada and has been detected in
several southern Alberta municipalities.
Producers and flock owners are being
asked by the Canadian Food Inspection
Agency (CFIA) to keep an eye out for the
highly contagious disease.

If you suspect a bird or birds (farmed or
wild) have been infected, please call the
CFIA report line at 403-629-1728.
Producers, particularly small flock owners,
can call 310-FARM (3276) for permit
questions.
For more information, including where in
the province Avian Flu has been detected,
visit bit.ly/BirdFluInformation.
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THE ORIGINAL GRAZING SCHOOL FOR WOMEN
Are you in need of a short getaway with other like-minded farming and ranching
women? Do you want to learn about real-time farming and ranching practices
that others are using and could be beneficial to your operation? If your answer is
yes to any of these questions, the Original Grazing School for Women is for you!
This is an annual event held in Northeastern Alberta. This year it will be held in
Beaver County from June 14 to 15.
Past events have covered information on calving, livestock nutrition, and pasture
management. We have toured local farming and ranching operations and
specifically looked at their grazing management and watering systems. Day one
of the event includes a supper catered by a local business and an evening activity.
In the past, we have built bee houses and watched a movie on an outdoor screen.
The M.D. encourages all our rural ladies to attend. We provide travel to and from
the event and also cover registration fees. Register by May 31, 2022. For more
information, visit grazingschool4women.com, find them on Facebook, or contact
the Ag Services Department at 780-826-3951.

SPRING AT T&U
Hello spring, are you there? It has been an interesting spring thus far to say the least. One week it appears to have
sprung, and the next, Mother Nature reminds us of who makes the final decision. Let's hope the recent warm weather
is here to stay!
After some of the highest snowfall accumulations that the M.D. has seen in recent years, our crews were well
prepared to deal with all the additional water pumping and steaming of culverts that typically come along with it.
Fortunately, initial overnight temperatures remained quite cold at the start of the season, slowing down the surface
runoff and allowing the much-needed moisture to soak into the ground.
We have been striving to be proactive in our subdivisions that have experienced challenges in past spring runoff
events.
A few things homeowners can do to aid in the prevention of flooding is to refrain from piling snow over culvert inlets
and outlets, as well as to keep any adjacent swales or ditches free from excess amounts of snow whenever possible.
This spring, we made sure to have our steamer crews out on rural roads, thawing frozen culverts. This works in
conjunction with our graders ensuring the snow in the ditches is not hindering water flow.
If you see a problem area, please call our Transportation Department at 780-826-3951.

ARE YOUR INTERNET SPEEDS REMINISCENT OF THE AGE OF DIAL-UP?
The Government of Canada has a goal of providing high-speed internet
access to all Canadians by 2030.
Rural Municipalities of Alberta (RMA) has teamed up with the Canadian
Internet Registration Agency to provide speed testing for rural residents.
To take the speed test or for more information, including how your data
will be used, visit performance.cira.ca/rma.
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SUMMER PROJECTS
The weather is finally getting warmer, and thoughts are drifting towards property improvements
and recreation. Here are some notes to help your summer building projects run smoothly:

SHEDS
You may not need a permit for a shed under 150 sq.
ft. If you are constructing a shed over 150 sq. ft.,
whether it is temporary or on skids, you will need a
permit. If life safety is a concern (i.e., a bunkhouse),
you need a permit regardless of size.

POOLS
Swimming pools over two feet deep require a
minimum of a six-foot tall fence around them.
Development and building permits with a site plan
are required.

FENCES

DECKS

Decks over two feet from the grade require
development and building permits.

RVS
You can only have a maximum of three RVs on your
lot at one time, or only one if you live in a hamlet. If
you want to have more than three RVs, you can
apply for a campground permit (which is not
allowed in multi-lot subdivisions), or storge facility.
The staff in the Planning and Development
Department are here to help and will guide you
through all your permitting needs. Give them a call
at 780-826-3171 for more information.

If your proposed fence is under three feet in height in
the front yard, and under six feet in height on the side
and rear yard, you do not need a permit. The fence
must be on or within your property lines. If you want
to build a taller fence, you will need a development
permit.

CAMPING SEASON IS HERE!

M.D. CAMPGROUNDS

Book your lakeside adventure online at
letscamp.ca (with the exception of Wolf Lake), or by
phone.

Chickenhill M.D. Park – 780-573-8941
Cold Lake M.D. Park – 780-639-4121
Cold Lake French Bay M.D. Park - 780-573-7828
Crane Lake M.D. Parks – 780-573-6443
Ethel Lake M.D. Park – 780-573-9569
Minnie Lake M.D. Parks – 780-573-6666
Moose Lake – Pelican Point M.D. Park – 780-573-8828
Moose Lake – Vezeau Beach M.D. Park – 780-826-6337
(seasonal sites available)
Muriel Lake M.D. Park – 780-826-4140
Wolf Lake M.D. Park – 780-826-0556

There are a few new things in store for campers this
year. Cold Lake M.D. Park has been expanded and the
camping season at the park has been extended until
September 30. We have five other parks that will also
be extending the season to September 30 – Crane
Lake (East and West), French Bay, Vezeau Beach,
Muriel Lake, and Wolf Lake.
Find out more about our campgrounds at
md.bonnyville.ab.ca/304/Municipal-Owned.

PAGE 6

THE LATEST FROM PUBLIC SAFETY
OHVS AND YOU
The Public Safety Department will be active this spring working in a variety of areas. Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV)
patrols will continue this spring with an eye towards helping ratepayers recreate safely while enjoying our beautiful
trails and open spaces.
As a reminder, our regulations concerning OHVs can be found in the Traffic and Campground bylaws on our
website under Frequently Requested Bylaws. The provincial legislation can be found in the Off-Highway Vehicle
Act.
We are always open to hearing your questions and concerns, so if you have anything to share, please contact Public
Safety.

GET PREPARED
We’ve examined overland flooding maps from years past, consulted with the BRFA on moisture levels, procured
and outfitted our Emergency Response Unit which is now ready to deploy to emergency and disaster situations,
recruited and hired our Emergency Management Clerk, and trained approximately 30 employees to varying
degrees of emergency management.
The federal and provincial governments have excellent websites on how to effectively prepare your household for a
disaster or emergency.
Please visit GetPrepared.ca or alberta.ca/emergency-preparedness.aspx to get some great suggestions.
As always, Luis Gandolfi, the Director of Public Safety, is available to speak with any ratepayer at any time. Contact
him by email at lgandolfi@md.bonnyville.ab.ca or by phone at 780-812-3332.

VOYENT ALERT!
As a reminder, the M.D. uses the Voyent Alert! Program to communicate
official announcements to ratepayers.
We communicate road closures, emergency alerts from police, fire, EMS, or
other similar agencies, and even send out details on missing or found pets,
crime trends, items of stolen property, and more.
Sign up on your smart phone or visit www.md.bonnyville.ab.ca/448/VoyentAlert-System for more information.

YOUR M.D. COUNCIL
WARD 1

WARD 2

WARD 3

JOSH CRICK

DARCY SKARSEN

MIKE KRYWIAK

WARD 4

WARD 5

WARD 6

dslipchuk@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-545-8443

DANA SWIGART

dswigart@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-9095

BEN FADEYIW

jcrick@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-545-5961

DON SLIPCHUK

dskarsen@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-201-3478

mkrywiak@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6093

bfadeyiw@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-1462
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NOTES FROM THE REEVE

BARRY KALINSKI

bkalinski@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-573-6082

Now that we have some warmer weather, I’d like to take this opportunity to remind residents to take care when
driving around our road crews.
Construction season has begun, which means detours, lane reductions, and a number of other obstacles. Please
drive safely, slow down when in construction zones, and follow all of the traffic and safety signs.
The Thin Lake River Bridge Replacement Project was recently completed, allowing for a smooth crossing to
some of our popular campgrounds including Franchere Bay and Pelican Point on Moose Lake. Council and I
hope residents and visitors will enjoy the pedestrian walkways on each side of the bridge. Happy fishing!
May is a busy month in the M.D. — we had the grand opening of the Kinosoo Ridge Aerial Adventure Park (see the
front page for more information), the campgrounds opened for the season on May 13, and we will be finalizing
the 2022 Budget.
Be sure to tune into our Council meetings on our YouTube channel to keep up to date with what’s happening.
We have also started a new feature on the M.D.’s Facebook page, where I will talk about some of the decisions
Council has made at their meetings. You can find these videos at facebook.com/MDBonnyville.
Council and I wish our farmers a safe planting season and hope for moisture and sunshine for a great growing
season.

FROM THE CAO

AL HOGGAN

ahoggan@md.bonnyville.ab.ca
780-826-3171

Well it looks like spring has arrived and every once in a while we can feel a bit of summer which hopefully is right
around the corner. Although Mother Nature treated us rather harshly over the last few months, the slow melt
and cooler than normal temperatures has helped to alleviate the M.D.’s worries about our spring run-off. We did
have some localized water issues in the usual spots given the amount of snow that we had, however, we
anticipated a much more difficult spring run-off this season.
Crews have assessed our 2022 Rip & Relay program, and those areas needing help have been prioritized and a
list will be provided to Council for their ultimate approval. We have completed the Thin Lake River bridge project
and that road is now back open to two-way traffic. Sunset Beach Road is on the to-do list for this summer and
with that project, we will be looking to not only enhance the road but to also improve some of the drainage in
the area. Dust control will be presented to Council very shortly and we will be beginning the annual dust control
program towards the end of next month.
As is normal for this time of year, the fire hazard is quite high. We ask everyone to be mindful of the dry
conditions and act accordingly.
Our annual financial audit was completed, and we are pleased that it was a “clean” audit showing the M.D.'s
strong financial position. We continue to look for efficiencies and ways to maximize the use of our taxpayers
dollars, always mindful of our fiduciary responsibility.
We wish all of our farmers and producers a great spring season and we look forward to the summer of 2022!
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