FROM THE REEVE’S DESK...
As a lot of residents know, Municipal
District of Bonnyville Council is in the
middle of budget deliberations.
For greater accessibility, for the first
time, all of the budget meetings were
streamed on YouTube for your viewing pleasure. Looking at the number
of viewers, I know that some residents
did take the time to watch.
Council will be discussing the 2021
Budget face-to-face with residents at
the upcoming Budget Open Houses.
Council is hosting three public consultations again this year: Monday, November 2 at Flat Lake Hall; Tuesday,
November 3 at the Cherry Grove Community Hall and Monday, November
9 at the Beaver River Fish and Game
Building in Bonnyville. All Open Houses are from 7 to 9 p.m. This is your opportunity to ask Council and staff questions and for us to listen to you.
One of the biggest changes Council made during this year’s budget
process is how it is approaching road
priorities. Council has empowered our
infrastructure staff to review all M.D.
roads based upon an agreed set of
criteria such as traffic and condition.
Council has expanded the Road Classification System to account for all existing standards of roads in the M.D. Our
staff are the experts on roads, as they
are the ones that are travelling them
all the time. Now, it is not the loudest

voice that gets the road work done, it
is based on the priority standard that
will be implemented over a number
of years. The roads rated the highest
priority will be done first. In 2021, the
largest road project will be construction on Township Road 630, east of
Highway 897.
In 2021, Council will continue tendering out large projects to local construction companies to boost employment
in the region. Council has found that
the tendering process has resulted in
some cost savings, which has allowed
for spending in other priority areas,
such as recreation. Council will continue to invest in upgrades to M.D. campgrounds and the Aerial Adventure Park
will be completed at Kinosoo Ridge in
the spring. Council believes that these
recreation investments will deliver a
high rate of return. Our end goal is to
enhance the quality of life here in the
M.D. and to meet the requests from
residents that were outlined in the responses to the 2018 Recreation Needs
Assessment. That project identified
the future needs for recreation based
on our residents’ priority requests.
Council deliberations have been
much smoother this year because of
the quality of information being provided.
Council is truly appreciative of the
effort put in by our General Managers
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and their teams.
I have always said that the best decisions come from having quality information presented.
As I am writing this in mid-October,
Council is still waiting to hear from Alberta Municipal Affairs regarding funding from I.D. 349 and how any new
provincial assessment models will affect tax revenues. Based on this, Council has been conservative in its planned
spending for 2021.
Council’s priority this year is to maintain services that residents have come
to expect. Last year, Council dipped
into reserves for $20 million. It is our
intent to rein in spending this year
and not touch the reserves. Council
is currently wrapping up Intermunicipal Collaboration Framework (ICF)
negotiations with our two, large urban
neighbours. An ICF is a recognition
of services provided by neighbouring
municipalities.
The 2021 budget priorities and numbers will be on display at the upcoming
Open Houses. I look forward to hearing your views before Council moves
forward with its final decisions.
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BUDGET OPEN HOUSES BEGIN NEXT WEEK

Municipal District of Bonnyville Council
invites residents to attend the 2021 Budget Public Engagement Meetings. Council
is hosting the open houses in three locations:
Monday, November 2 - Flat Lake Hall
Tuesday, November 3 - Cherry Grove
Community Hall
Monday, November 9 - Beaver River
Fish and Game in Bonnyville (4402-54 Avenue)
All Open Houses will be held from 7 to
9 p.m. Light refreshments will be served.
Social distancing policies will be in place.
Hand sanitizer will be available.

UPDATE YOUR RURAL ADDRESS SIGN TODAY

Whether it’s your friends or emergency services trying to find your house, it
shouldn’t be a game of hide and seek.
If your rural address sign looks like the
sign on the left, it’s time for you to order
a new replacement sign, at no additional
charge, from the M.D.
Replacing your sign could save time
during emergency situations while police,
paramedics, and/or firefighters are trying
to find your location.
Call 780-826-3171 to order a new sign
today, or fill out our online form at http://
bit.ly/mdaddresssign.
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ENERGY EFFICIENCY CELEBRATED
Joad Clement

Through the M.D. Energy Contest,
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home energy use.
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its residents and employees on energy
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use. This is one of the first steps in fos-

at home. Utility energy services are a
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take for granted, but they have hidden
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sions”, said Joad Clement, Municipal
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Energy Officer.

able homes, cleaner energy solutions,

To get some energy savings tips,

healthier schools, better lighting sys-

check out the M.D.’s Facebook page

tems, and big energy savings for businesses and organizations

(facebook.com/MDBonnyville).

such as our municipality.

FROM GRAIN BAG
TO PATIO FURNITURE

Did you know, in the last 12 months, the M.D. has rolled up
and recycled 55 bales of grain bags?
Those bales were transferred to DBS Environmental in Lethbridge to be shredded. From there, the next stop on the plastic’s
recycling journey is Full Circle Plastics Ltd., where it’s made into
a variety of items, including posts, parking curbs, and boards to
build fences and furniture (as seen in the photo above).
Do you have grain bags that you’d like rolled for recycling?
If so, please call Brad Ollen at 780-826-3951 to set up an appointment to have our staff come to your farm.
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IT’S ALL DOWNHILL
FROM HERE
With a tentative opening date of December 12,
Kinosoo Ridge is getting ready to make all of your
winter adventures come to life.
This year, there will be a few changes in how things
operate at the Ridge due to the global COVID-19
pandemic.
This year, to enhance your ski hill experience, visitors will be encouraged to buy their lift passes and
tube park time slots online. This will allow you to essentially skip waiting in line at the chalet, as there are
restrictions on how many people can be in the sales
office at one time.
Kinosoo will also be offering a drive-in style dining
experience, where food will be delivered to your car
in the parking lot when you’re ready for a delicious
snack from the cafe.
For up to date information on what’s happening at
the hill, visit kinosoo.ca or follow them at facebook.
com/SkiKinosooRidge.

2020 INFRASTRUCTURE
SEASON ALMOST DONE
The Infrastructure Services department has had a
busy construction season.
Between contractors and in-house staff, a number of projects, along with day-to-day road maintenance, culvert replacement and other drainage
concerns were completed. Below is the 2020 Proposed Project list originally released in May. Some
projects are ongoing, some are on hold, while the
majority of them have been completed. The construction season isn’t over yet, and projects will
continue as weather allows.

Capital Road Construction Projects
Reconstruction - Range Road 485 from Highway 28,
half mile south - Complete
Construction - Township Road 630 from Rge. Rd. 442 to
Rge. Rd. 444A - Ongoing into 2021
Construction - Rge. Rd. 411 from Twp. Rd. 630 to Twp.
Rd. 622 (soft areas rebuild) - Complete
Construction - Rge. Rd. 484 from Hwy. 28 to Twp. Rd.
594 (soft areas rebuild) - Complete
Construction - Twp. Rd. 630 from Hwy. 881 to Rge. Rd.
485 - Complete
Construction - Rge. Rd. 475 from Twp. Rd. 620, half a
mile north and half a mile east - Complete
Construction - Rge. Rd. 475A from Twp. Rd. 605, south
half a mile - Rescheduled to 2022
Reconstruction - Rge. Rd. 463 from Twp. Rd. 620, half a
mile north - Ongoing, completion weather dependent
Reconstruction - Twp. Rd. 615 from Rge. Rd. 415 to
Rge. Rd. 415A - Complete

Bridge Projects
Bridge Replacement - Range Road 485 over Yelling
Creek - Winter Construction into 2021
Bridge Replacement - Rge. Rd. 485 over Columbine
Creek - Winter Construction into 2021
Bridge Replacement - Township Road 614 over Columbine Creek - Winter Construction into 2021
Major Bridge Repairs - Twp. Rd. 623 over Muriel Creek
- Project is now no longer needed

Rip and Relay Projects

Range Road 443 - From Highway 28 - Township Road
614 - Complete
Rge. Rd. 485 - From Hwy. 28 to Twp. Rd. 610
- Complete
Rge. Rd. 483 - From Hwy. 660 to Twp. Rd. 611
- Complete
Rge. Rd. 482 - From Twp. Rd. 594 to Chicken Hill Lake
- Complete
Rge. Rd. 470 - From Twp. Rd. 630 to Hwy. 55
- Complete
Twp. Rd. 610 - From Rge. Rd. 483 to Rge. Rd. 484
- Complete
Rge. Rd. 414 - From Twp. Rd. 630, south for one mile
- Cancelled

Drainage Projects
Birch Grove Outfall Structure - Complete
Elk Haven - Complete, pumping out as required
Hillside & Willow Ridge - Ongoing
Countryside & Country Lane Estates - Ongoing
Drouin Subdivision - Ongoing
Crawford Estates - Ongoing
Crane Lake (master plan) - Ongoing

Subdivision and Hamlet Projects
Pine Meadows - One mile - Complete
Kyrejto (Fairview) Estates - Four miles - Complete
Hamlet of Ardmore - Roads and underground - Ongoing
Sunset Beach - On hold, further options to be reviewed
Ardmore Lagoon - Ongoing
Fort Kent Lagoon - Complete
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